Hyperselective intra-arterial preoperative chemotherapy in patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity: preliminary results.
To investigate radiological response and findings after Intra Arterial Chemotherapy (IAC) for patients with Squamous Cell Carcinoma (SCC) of the oral cavity. Patients received 1-2 cycles of IAC. Radiological assessment was performed on day 7 and day 21 after each cycle using CT scan and MRI. Six patients (median age: 52, ranging 46-60; male/female: 5/1) received 10 cycles (4 patients received 2 cycles). Primary tumors were floor of the mouth (4 patients) and oral tongue (2 patients). TNM classification was T2N0-2b in 3 patients and T4N0-1 in 3 patients. All patients had good locoregional/systemic tolerance and 3 showed clinical objective response (OR). Four patients were evaluable on both CT and MRI, 1 patient on MRI only and 1 patient did not tolerate imaging. Three patients showed OR both on CT and MRI, 1 patient showed stable disease (SD) on CT and OR on MRI and 1 patient showed SD on MRI. Contrast-enhancement of hemiperfused tongue was reported in all evaluable patients. Two patients presented intratumoral necrosis and 5 patients displayed local edema (MRI). One patient had modification of the sternocleidomastoid muscle after IAC. Radiological modifications were observed in the infused area and correlated well with clinical response. This study is ongoing.